
12th Grade College & 
Career Counseling 
Lesson (Fall 2022)

Choose Your Path: 
Post-Secondary Planning 
& Application Process



Pre Survey
Do now!

https://tinyurl.com/12thgradepresurvey

Scan QR Code 
       here



Meet Your CSArts School Counselors

Mrs. Shiroma (A - G)
Mindy.Shiroma@sgv.csarts.net 

Mrs. Christy (H - O)
Emily.Christy@sgv.csarts.net  

Mrs. McMillen (P - Z)
Reina.McMillen@sgv.csarts.net  

mailto:Mindy.Shiroma@sgv.csarts.net
mailto:Emily.Christy@sgv.csarts.net
mailto:Reina.McMillen@sgv.csarts.net


The CSArts-SGV Counseling Program 

We proudly follow the American School 
Counseling Association (ASCA) Model:

➢ Academic Counseling
➢ College & Career 

Counseling
➢ Personal/Social/ 

Emotional Counseling 



Senior Year
Month-by-Month 

Planning
 Calendar

Click here to 
download

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hM-CT-Cl_jhjDN1wbbriu1AWw8vNjCML/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111063026463033023771&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hM-CT-Cl_jhjDN1wbbriu1AWw8vNjCML/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111063026463033023771&rtpof=true&sd=true


Senior Year 
TO-DO LIST

College Applications!

Click here to 
download

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k2PGEyaYF0CSJQuHegzsF3yEO2lFNikD0HBmD_l8li8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k2PGEyaYF0CSJQuHegzsF3yEO2lFNikD0HBmD_l8li8/edit


College Application
Frequently Asked 

Questions

Answered for YOU!

Click here to 
download

School CEEB Code:
052210

CSArts-SGV does NOT 
Rank

GPA Scale: 4.0

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BQxIdwA8k3A3Ha6r9eYSc06hTgVQ0AsV/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BQxIdwA8k3A3Ha6r9eYSc06hTgVQ0AsV/edit


Financial Aid 
Resources

Click here to 
download

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tcwb0YI6vyggDaOojkx3mVg9Wp3YcBBYrDNkMKBlgoc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tcwb0YI6vyggDaOojkx3mVg9Wp3YcBBYrDNkMKBlgoc/edit


What are the 
CSArts Graduation 

requirements?  

★ 3 years of Social Science 30 credits
(World, US, Gov/Econ)

★ 4 years of English           40 credits
★ 2 years of Math           20 credits

(IMP 1 & IMP 2)
★ 2 years of Science           20 credits

(Biological & Physical)
★ 2 years of PE           20 credits
★ 2 years of World Language  20 credits
★ 1 year of Fine Art            10 credits
★ 1 semester of Health     5 credits
★ Additional Electives   75 credits

1 semester class = 5 credits
240 credits needed to GRADUATE



F grades = 0 credit
If you fail a course, 
you will not earn your 
diploma or walk at 
graduation!

Grades and Credits
D or higher grades 
earns 5 credits 
toward graduation

However, “D” grades will not 
count for college admission, 
and may jeopardize your 
college admission status!



Post-Secondary Education
Your school counselor will tell you that 
continuing your education after high 
school (at a two- or four- year college, 
technical, trade school, etc.) may be the 
most ideal way to go.  Why?

Make more MONEY! 
In 2016, people with a college degree made 
around $1156 a week. Someone with a high 
school diploma earned just $692 a week. 

Have more OPPORTUNITIES!
As education levels go up, unemployment 
rates go down. (2.7% vs. 5.2%)

Make CONNECTIONS with others and live a HEALTHIER & HAPPIER life! 

Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)

https://www.bls.gov/emp/ep_chart_001.htm




Non-Profit // Private Public For-Profit // 
Proprietary 

Funding Primarily from 
Student Tuition & 
Endowments

Primarily from state 
or local taxes

Receive up to 90% of 
their revenue from 
federal student aid

Costs Rely on private funds = 
Higher costs

Most are state-run, 
which lowers the 
tuition for in-state 
students

High pressure sales

Types Private schools
(4 year programs)

State Schools (4 
year programs), 
Community 
Colleges (2 year 
programs) 

Career Colleges, 
Online Colleges 



California Community College 

Why choose a community college? 

● Haven’t met college requirements
● Are undecided about future career or 

4-year college
● Want additional time to explore
● Want to save money $$$
● Want to pursue a vocational 

certificate or A.A. degree

Who can attend a community college? 

● If you are 18 years of age OR you have a 
H igh School Diploma

● No SAT or ACT required
● Students can complete freshman and 

sophomore year at a CCC and then 
transfer to a 4-year college to complete 
their Bachelor’s Degree



4-year Public Universities in California

23 CSU 
Campuses

9 UC 
(undergrad) 
Campuses



A History/Social Science: 2 years

B English: 4 years

C Mathematics: 3 years (UC rec’ 4 years) 
Alg 1, Geometry, Alg 2

D Lab Science: 2 years (UC rec’ 3 years) 
Biology + Physical

E World Language: 2 years (UC rec’ 3 
years) - SAME LANGUAGE

F Visual Performing Art: 1 year

G College Prep Elective: 1 year

Cal State & UC 
A-G Admissions Requirements 



Additional CSU and UC Admission Requirements
● UCs only allow courses to be repeated one time to make up a 

D/F grade
● Minimum GPA to apply to UC schools is 3.0 
● Minimum GPA to apply to CSU is 2.5
● UCs require 11 of the 15 college-prep (“A-G”) courses be 

completed by the end of 11th grade.

● UPDATE: Both the UC and CSU systems no longer require or 
even accept either the SAT or the ACT!



G-SCALE

GPA
Standardized Test Scores
Course Selection
Auditions, Portfolios, 

Interviews
Letters of Recommendation
Essay and Extracurricular 

Activities



GPA
Private colleges will look at 
your 9-12 TOTAL GPA

UC/CSU will look at your 
ACADEMIC 10-12 GPA

Yes, every year counts!

Honor Roll Designations:
★ Honor Roll = 3.0 - 3.49
★ Award of Merit = 3.5 - 3.99
★ Principal’s List = 4.0 - 4.49
★ Distinguished Scholar = 4.5+



Standardized Test Scores
SAT and ACT scores are used for college admissions 
decisions and awarding merit scholarships. 

Update: Many colleges (including UC & CSU and many 
private colleges) DO NOT require the SAT or ACT for college 
applications any longer.

The few colleges that still require the ACT or SAT do not 
have a preference - they will accept either test.

SAT - Includes Reading, Writing/Language, Math, and Essay 
Component. 

SAT II - One-hour multiple-choice tests in specific subject 
areas. College Board has phased these tests out.

ACT Plus Writing - Includes Math, Reading, Science 
Reasoning, and Writing.



Course Selection

❏ Fulfill the A-G requirements
❏ Know your strengths and take courses 

that are challenging, yet reasonable
❏ Choose honors and AP courses wisely. 

We recommend taking no more than 3 
Honors and AP courses each school 
year. 

❏ Prepare to balance summer 
assignments and outside activities with 
homework and conservatory 
commitments.



Auditions, Portfolios, 
& Interviews

● Keep all your work from past years. You 
may need to use art pieces for your 
college applications.

● Start early. Research the additional 
requirements for visual and performing 
art programs.

● Keep an organized chart with 
times/dates/locations.

● Practice interviewing skills and research 
the school and the interviewer before 
going to your interview.



Letters of 
Recommendation (LOR)

Required for:
- Private Universities
- Conservatory Colleges
- Scholarships

CSU/UC schools do not require LOR

To earn a strong LOR:
- Be an active participant in class
- Show leadership where you can
- Get to know your teachers and counselors
- Be organized and prepared
- Be appreciative and write thank you notes!

HOW DO I REQUEST A LETTER? STAY TUNED!



Extracurricular 
Activities

➔ Yes, your conservatory counts! It 
should be listed first.

➔ Choose 2-3 clubs on campus and 
make leadership a priority.

➔ Choose outside activities that are 
of interest to you and your future 
goals.

➔ Consistency through the years 
makes a difference!

➔ Create a RESUME of all your 
activities, including supervisor 
information, hours of service, 
organization name, etc.  



Essay (Personal 
Statements)

Pre-Write: Focus on strengths and 
your personality, not activities you’ve 
done.

Edit: Be open to feedback, proofread 
for errors. Think about how it would 
sound to an Admissions Officer. 

Take your time, it’s your chance to 
shine!



Choosing a college that is the RIGHT FIT!

“College is a match to be made, not a trophy to be won.”

There are over 3000 colleges and universities in the US. 
Research to find which best fits you.

Although no “perfect” college exists, you can find many where 
you would be perfectly happy



Creating a Balanced College List
Choose a few (2-3) from each type:

“Likely” schools: 
- You will easily meet the criteria for admissions.
- Your GPA and test scores are within the average range or better.
- The admissions rate is 50% or better!

“Competitive/Possible” schools:
- You meet the criteria for admissions, but they get many applicants.
- Your GPA and test scores are within their average range, but the 

admissions rate is 30-50%!
“Reach/Stretch” schools: 

- You meet their minimum criteria, but you would not necessarily be 
competitive for admission.

- Your GPA & Test Scores are close to their averages, but their admissions 
rate is less than 35%!



What Types of Financial Aid are Available?
➔ Most students qualifying for aid will receive a combination of 

“Gift” and “Self-Help” funding.
➔ There are three general categories of Financial Aid:

1) Grants and Scholarships (need or merit based)
2) Loans (different interest and repayment plans)
3) Student Employment / Work Study

FAFSA available October 1st - Apply!
Check Counselor’s Corner for 
Scholarship Opportunities 
and Cash For College Workshops



Links to 
Counselor’s 
Corner,
Naviance,
 & 
Parchment

Aeries Student Square & Parent Square



School Counseling Resources 
On “Counselor’s Corner” Website

https://tinyurl.com/csartscounselorscorner



https://student.naviance.com/csartsgv

Log in with your 
CSArts-SGV Google 
account via “Single 
Sign On”

https://student.naviance.com/csartsgv






If you are applying to 
a Common App 
school, you MUST 
MATCH your account 
with Naviance

You must sign the 
Common App 
FERPA Waiver 





COVID-19 Question / Additional Comments
Below is an additional question Common Application applicants will see:

Community disruptions such as COVID-19 and natural disasters can have deep and 

long-lasting impacts. If you need it, this space is yours to describe those impacts. 

Colleges care about the effects on your health and well-being, safety, family 

circumstances, future plans, and education, including access to reliable technology 

and quiet study spaces.

● Do you wish to share anything on this topic? Y/N
● Please use this space to describe how these events have impacted you.

The question will be optional and will appear in the Additional Information section of 

the application.The response length will be limited to 250 words.



1. Think about who to ask (colleges typically like to see
2 Academic Teachers from your Junior Year)

2. Schedule a brief meeting w/ your teacher at least 4 weeks in 
advance

3. Bring a resume and a list of schools you are applying
to with their deadlines.

4. Add your Teacher as a Recommender on Naviance

How to Request a 
TEACHER 

Letter of Recommendation











1. Complete the
 Counselor Letter of 
Recommendation Questionnaire 
(at least 4 weeks before your 
earliest deadline.) 

2. Contact your School Counselor 
to set up a brief meeting. Make 
sure your college list on Naviance 
is updated!

tinyurl.com/counletterofrec

How to Request a
COUNSELOR 

Letter of Recommendation?



College Application Tips!

Timeline Submissions: 
Observe Deadlines!

Completion of Application: 
Do a thorough, complete, and 
neat application.

Essay: Write a rough draft, ask for 
feedback, proofread!

Transcripts: Observe deadlines for 
official transcript requests.

Letters of Recommendation: 
Request letters ahead of time (at 
least 4 weeks in advance). Write a 
“thank you” note afterwards.

Applications: Complete applications 
to more than one college

College Tour/ Interview: Make an 
appointment for a tour or an 
interview. Write a “thank you” note 
afterwards.



College Application Deadlines

➢ CSU: Oct 1 - Nov 30
➢ UC: Nov 1 - Nov 30
➢ Common App: Oct 15 - Jan 1 (Early Action vs Early 

Decision)
➢ Private/Out-of-State College Deadlines Vary!

Important Note: Make sure all documents you submit for 
college admissions are under the same name.  Use a 
professional email that you check regularly. 

APPLY EARLY! Don’t wait until the last minute! 



Student Responsibilities
Students must keep their “Colleges I’m Applying to” on Naviance updated 
all year. Contact a Counselor if you have trouble adding/deleting a college. 

Students must notify all colleges of course changes made after you have 
submitted your application.

Students must request and follow up with teachers and counselors for 
Letters of Recommendations and other related documents.

Students must notify all colleges  of “D” or “F” grades received during senior 
year and the reason for the low grade.

Students must order/send Official Transcripts from all accredited schools 
that they have attended to send to their colleges. 

Students must order/send standardized test (SAT/ACT) scores to colleges. 



Provisional College Acceptance

○ Students are admitted to colleges on a provisional 
basis.

○ Colleges can rescind your acceptance at any time.
○ Full admission is granted once students graduate 

from high school and meet all of the final admission 
requirements.

○ Final transcripts must verify successful completion of 
senior year courses.

Bottom line: 
Finish Senior Year Strong! 



Your online behavior can jeopardize your 
college acceptance! 

The number of college admissions officers who routinely search the 
internet to gain insight on applicants has quadrupled in the past few 
years. 

When college officials find inappropriate material they often deny 
admission.



Your parents are not going to college…

YOU ARE!

You are expected to take responsibility for 
anything related to the college application 
process, especially when it is CSArts related! 



● College Essay Guy Virtual Workshop
○ Wednesday, September 7th - 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM via 

ZOOM (see flyer for details)

● Office Hours Support
○ Ms. Thompson’s Writing Workshops in Room 301
○ School Counselor’s in Room 100

College Essay Support



College Application Support
During OFFICE HOURS in Rm. 100

M-Th / During Office Hours 
(2:10 - 2:35 PM)

Common App: Starting September 12th

CSU / UC Applications: October and November!

FAFSA // Cash for College: TBD

CCC Application: December and January!



Common Application (Private Schools)
https://www.commonapp.org/

UC Application (UC Schools)
https://admissions.universityofcalifornia.edu

CSU Apply (Cal States)
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply

Lab Time 



Post Survey
All seniors must fill out the form below.

  Scan QR Code 
          here

https://tinyurl.com/12thgradepostsurvey



Contact Your CSArts-SGV School Counselor

Mrs. Mindy Shiroma, Last Names: A - G 
Email: Mindy.Shiroma@sgv.csarts.net 

 
Mrs. Emily Christy, Last Names: H - O 
Email: Emily.Christy@sgv.csarts.net 

  
Mrs. Beatrice McMillen, Last Names: P - Z 

Email: Reina.McMillen@sgv.csarts.net

http://sgv.csarts.net/
mailto:Emily.Christy@sgv.csarts.net
http://sgv.csarts.net/
mailto:Reina.McMillen@sgv.csarts.net


This is all about you! 
Don’t forget to enjoy the process!

You got this!!! 
(And we’re here to help too)


