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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION POLICY AND PROCEDURES

Students attending California School of the Arts - San Gabriel Valley have the right to exercise free expression
including, but not limited to the use of bulletin boards, distribution of printed materials or petitions, wearing buttons,
badges and other insignia and the right of expression in official publications, whether or not the publications or other
means of expression are supported financially by the school or by use of school facilities.  The Board of Trustees
(“Board”) respects students’ rights to express ideas and opinions, take stands and support causes, whether
controversial or not, through their speech, their writing, their clothing, and the printed materials they choose to post
or distribute.

Student liberties of expression shall be limited only as allowed by law in order to maintain an orderly school
environment and to protect the rights, health and safety of all members of the School community.  

Students will not be disciplined solely on the basis of speech or other communication that would be constitutionally
protected when engaged in outside of school, but may be disciplined for harassments, threats, or intimidation unless
constitutionally protected.  Education Code § 48950.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION PROCEDURES

Circulation of Petitions and Other Printed Matter

Students shall be allowed to distribute petitions and other printed matter subject to these procedures.

The time of distribution shall be limited to the half hour before school begins, during the lunch period, and the half
hour after school is dismissed.

The manner of distribution shall be such that coercion is not used to induce students to accept the printed matter or
to sign petitions.  Materials are not to be left undistributed or stacked for pick-up while unattended at any place in the
School or on School grounds.

Buttons, Badges and Other Insignia of Symbolic Expression

Students will be permitted to wear buttons, badges, armbands, and other insignia as a form of expression.

Students will be subject to disciplinary action when expressive activities such as the distribution of materials, wearing
of buttons or displays, or posting of notices or other materials:

1. Are obscene, libelous or slanderous;
 

2. Incite students so as to create a clear and present danger of the imminent commission of unlawful acts on
school premises or of the violation of lawful School regulations or of the substantial disruption of the orderly
operation of the School;
 

3. Express or advocate racial, ethnic or religious prejudice so as to create a clear and present danger of imminent
commission of unlawful acts on School premises or of the violation of lawful School regulations or of the
substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the School;
 

4. Are distributed in violation of the time, place and manner requirements;
 

5. Are in violation of current federal, state and local laws.

Unofficial School Publications
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School officials may not ban the distribution of non-School-sponsored publications on School grounds.  Writers and
editors of unofficial student publications who violate any state or federal law may be disciplined after distribution.
 Students distributing or posting any materials that are obscene, libelous or slanderous, or which demonstrably incite
students to commit unlawful acts on School premises, violate School rules, or substantially disrupt the School’s
orderly operation will be subject to disciplinary action.

The following points apply to unofficial student publications:

1. The School and its employees may disassociate themselves from the material printed inasmuch as it is not an
official publication of the School.
 

2. School officials may reasonably regulate the time, place and manner of distribution.  This distribution will be
limited to:
 

a. One half hour before school begins, during the lunch period, or the half hour after dismissal.
 

b. In locations that do not obstruct the normal flow of traffic within the School or at entrances.
 

c. Without undue noise.
3. No student shall use coercion to induce students or any other persons to accept printed matter or to sign

petitions. 
 

4. “Distribution” means dissemination of a publication to students at a time and place of normal School activity, or
immediately prior to or subsequent thereto, by means of handing out free copies, selling or offering copies for
sale, accepting donations for copies of the publication, or displaying the student publication in areas of the
School which are generally frequented by students.

School officials cannot:

1. Prohibit the distribution of anonymous literature or require that literature bear the name of the sponsoring
organization or author.
 

2. Ban the distribution of literature because it contains advertising.
 

3. Create regulations that discriminate against non-School-sponsored publications or interfere with the effective
distribution of non-sponsored publications provided such publications abide by time, place and manner
regulations.

Official School Publications 

Pupil editors of official school publications shall be responsible for assigning and editing the news, editorial and
feature content of their publications subject to the limitations identified above.  It shall be the responsibility of a
journalism advisor(s) of pupil publications within the School to supervise the production of the pupil staff, to maintain
professional standards of English and journalism and to maintain the provisions provided in the Education Code
relating to student expression.

Other Forms of Student Expression

Forms of student expression may include, but are not limited to speech, debate, assemblies, posters, bulletin board
announcements, and the wearing of buttons, badges and armbands.  In general, the laws pertaining to all forms of
student expression are the same.  The rights of students to express their opinions are recognized by law and are not
limited to verbal expression.  The basic guidelines listed above for publications apply to all forms of student
expression.  No teacher or administrator shall interfere with such expression on the grounds that the message may be
unpopular with students or faculty.

In conforming to state and federal laws, student expression must obey copyright laws; for example, student posters
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cannot use nationally registered and copyrighted characters such as those from Walt Disney or “Peanuts’”
publications.

A student shall be subject to discipline for off-campus expression, including expression on off-campus Internet web
sites, when such expression poses a threat to the safety of other students, staff, or school property, or substantially
disrupts the educational program.  The School director will document the impact the expression had or could be
expected to have on the school program.

Distribution of Procedures Governing Student Rights

Site administrators will distribute copies of this Administrative Procedure to all teachers who are advisors of students
who produce publications or present public performances.  It is the responsibility of the School and site
administrators to see that these guidelines are kept up-to-date and accurate.

Appeals

The pupil and a School staff member shall attempt to resolve the problem before consulting the administrative staff.
 If the issue cannot be resolved between the staff member and the pupil, the pupil may appeal the decision to the site
administrator, and then to the Charter School Director or his/her designee.  As a final step, the pupil may follow the
School’s complaint procedures as outlined in the Student/Parent Handbook.

These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority
for the Governing Board to enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter
of the policy.

StateState DescriptionDescription

CA Constitution Article 1, Section 2 Freedom of speech and expression

Ed. Code 234-234.5 Safe Place to Learn Act

Ed. Code 48205 Excused absences

Ed. Code 48907 Exercise of free expression; time, place, and manner rules and regulations

Ed. Code 48950 Speech and other communication

Ed. Code 51520 Prohibited solicitations on school premises

FederalFederal DescriptionDescription

20 USC 4071-4074 Equal Access Act

U.S. Constitution, First Amendment Free exercise, free speech, and establishment clauses

Management ResourcesManagement Resources DescriptionDescription

Court Decision Dariano v. Morgan Hill Unified School District (2014) 767 F.3d 764

Court Decision Chandler v. McMinnville School District (1992) 978 F.2d 524

Court Decision Mahanoy Area School District v. B.L. (2021) 594 U.S. 180

Court Decision Beussink v. Woodland R-IV School District (1998) 30 F.Supp. 2d 1175

Court Decision Bright v. Los Angeles Unified School District (1976) 18 Cal. 3d 350

Court Decision Emmett v. Kirkland School District No. 415 (2000) 92 F.Supp. 2d 1088

Court Decision J.S. v. Bethlehem Area School District (2000) 757 A.2d 412 (Pa. Commw.
2000)

Court Decision Lavine v. Blaine School District (2001, 9th Cir.) 257 F.3d 981

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC. 2.&article=I
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=48205.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=48907.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=48950.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=51520.
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/
https://law.justia.com/cases/
https://www.lexisnexis.com/clients/CACourts/
https://law.justia.com/cases/
https://law.justia.com/cases/


Court Decision Leeb v. DeLong (1988) 198 Cal.App.3d 47

Court Decision Lovell v. Poway Unified School District (1996) 90 F.3d 367

Court Decision Muller v. Jefferson Lighthouse School (1996) 98 F.3d 1530

Court Decision Smith v. Novato Unified School District (2007) 150 Cal.App.4th 1439

Court Decision Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988) 108 S. Ct. 562

Court Decision Harper v. Poway Unified School District (2006) 445 F.3d 1166

Court Decision Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969) 393
U.S. 503

Court Decision Bethel School District No. 403 v. Fraser (1986) 478 U.S. 675

Website CSBA District and County Office of Education Legal Services

Website California Department of Education

Website CSBA

Management ResourcesManagement Resources DescriptionDescription

Cross ReferencesCross References DescriptionDescription

1325 Advertising And Promotion

https://www.lexisnexis.com/clients/CACourts/
https://law.justia.com/cases/
https://law.justia.com/cases/
https://www.lexisnexis.com/clients/CACourts/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/opinions.aspx
https://law.justia.com/cases/
https://law.justia.com/cases/
https://legalservices.csba.org/
http://www.cde.ca.gov
http://www.csba.org
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36032007&revid=Bud0VK294ENpmkSUoZhM6w==

